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This book is one of the outcomes of the collaborative research project on 'Greco-Roman philosophy in the first century bc' that ran at the Faculty of Classics, Cambridge from 2005 to 2009, funded by the AHRC. I am grateful to the entire project team, composed by David Sedley, Malcolm Schofield, Roberto Polito and Georgia Tsouni for their encouragement and support. I am also indebted to the philosophy caucus of the Cambridge Classics Faculty as a whole, as well as its numerous distinguished visitors. In the course of those four years I learnt a lot from them, and I always had precious and stimulating guidance as a relative newcomer to the discipline of ancient philosophy. I would also like to thank the Mistress, Fellows and Staff at Girton College, Cambridge, for providing an ideal collegial working environment while this book was being written.
While I remain solely responsible for any errors and omissions in what follows, I could not have done it on my own. Malcolm Schofield read the first draft of the entire book and made several very constructive observations. Bob Lloyd, through repeated correspondence, patiently offered substantial help with the geometrical problems discussed in Chapter 5. The two anonymous referees of Cambridge University Press also provided very helpful and constructive comments, both for the overall orientation of the book and on points of detail. Last but not least, I wish to acknowledge the invaluable help and support I had from David Sedley, who read every chapter at various stages, held numerous discussions with me on all the relevant topics, and made important suggestions and corrections. 
